
6th Grade Elective Course Descriptions 
The following are electives that may be offered during the 2021.2022 school year.  
Course offerings will be finalized according to enrollment and teacher availability. 

American Sign Language:  Not only will students learn how to have basic conversations in 
American Sign Language, they will also learn about Deaf culture.  

Beginning Art: Students will learn elements of art, understand principles of design, develop art 
appreciation and explore art history.  In addition, students will learn to use technique while applying 
artistic vocabulary to create projects using the art elements and design principles. 

Beginning Drama: Curriculum will focus on ensemble (group acting), improvisation, theatre history, 
the basics of comedy and tragedy and audition techniques.  No audition is required.  

Beginning Strings: This class is offered for all students with no previous experience. Students will 
learn to read and play music and will perform in school assemblies/concerts. Students may select to 
play violin, viola, cello, or bass. No audition is required.  

Beginning Winds: This class is offered for all students with no previous experience. Students will 
learn to read and play music and will perform in school assemblies/concerts. Instruments students may 
select from include brass (trumpet, trombone, French horn, baritone, tuba), woodwinds (flute, oboe, 
bassoon, clarinet, and saxophone) and percussion instruments (drums and mallet instruments). No 
audition is required .  

Concert Band:  This intermediate ensemble performs at school assemblies/concerts, adjudicated 
festivals, and other performances off site.  This is a specialty group that includes performers on 
woodwind, brass, and percussion instruments. If you already play an instrument, please complete the 
additional part of the google form to indicate what instrument you play and your years of experience. 

String Orchestra: This is an advanced ensemble of string instruments that performs at school 
assemblies/concerts, adjudicated festivals, and other performances off site. If you already play an 
instrument, please complete the additional part of the google form to indicate what instrument you 
play and your years of experience. 

Symphonic Band: This is an advanced ensemble of woodwind, brass, and percussion instruments 
that perform at school assemblies/concerts, adjudicated festivals, and other performances off site. If 
you already play an instrument, please complete the additional part of the google form to indicate what 
instrument you play and your years of experience. 

Choir: Calling all singers! Students will learn skills and techniques to develop their singing voice in a 
group setting, as they prepare for school performances alongside our other choral groups. They will 
also work on reading music and movement, as choreography is often paired with their songs! No 
audition is required.  

Coding: Learn how to think and speak like a computer! In this class, you will create basic websites 
using HTML & CSS, as well as animations and games using JavaScript. 

Computer Applications: In this fun course, you'll learn all about computers and technology, including 
how to use these applications: Google Docs, Google Slides, Google Sheets, and Outlook. 



Digital Media*: Learn how movies are made and make your own! In this course, you'll learn how to 
create stories using audio, video, and images. You'll also learn about design and photography. This 
course partners with Nickelodeon to provide field trips and opportunities for students to learn from real 
professionals in the industry. 

Wheel: The exploratory wheel is intended to expose the student to a variety of elective experiences. 
The wheel consists of four 10-week courses. The wheel could include any of the following: computers, 
Spanish, Japanese culture, character counts, culinary arts, art, music, or drama. 

Yearbook*: In this course, students work as a team to create the JMMS yearbook from the ground 
up! Students will take lots of photos, design pages, and advertise. As students build the yearbook, 
they will also develop their leadership and collaboration skills. 

*Must have good citizenship and be in good academic standing. Space in these classes
will be given to 7th & 8th graders first and the remaining spaces will be filled with
qualifying 6th grade students (determined by data review and/or lottery).


